
Financial Aid: Quick Guide to Massachusetts State-Funded Programs 
 

The Massachusetts Department of Higher Education (DHE) wants to help you pursue your educational goals. The DHE’s Office of Student 
Financial Assistance (OSFA) has a variety of merit and need-based grants, scholarships, no-interest loan, and tuition waiver programs 
available. This is only a partial list; for a complete list of programs, visit our website at www.mass.edu/osfa. For additional resources, 
please speak to the Financial Aid Office at the college or university you wish to attend. 
Students must file a Free Application for Student Financial Aid (FASFA) or the Massachusetts equivalent (MASFA) to be considered for 
state financial aid. 

 

Programs Type of Aid Full-time 
Student 

Part-time 
Student 

Public 
Community 

College 
Student 

Public State 
University 
or UMass 
Student 

Private 
College/ 

University 
Student 

Other Information 

Grants 

 
MASSGrant 

Need-Based  
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

Can be used at any state-approved postsecondary 
school in MA, VT, PA, and DC. Student cannot already 
have a bachelor’s degree. 

MASSGrant Plus Need-Based 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  Student cannot already have a prior baccalaureate 
degree, or the equivalent. 

 MASSGrant Plus Expansion Need-Based  
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

Student cannot already have a prior associate degree (if 
enrolled at a community college) or baccalaureate degree, 
or the equivalent. 

 
MassReconnect 

Entitlement 
 

 
 

 
 

   
Student must be 25 years of age or older on the first day 
of classes and have not previously received an associate 
or bachelor’s degree, or the equivalent. 

Cash Grant Need-Based 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  Student cannot already have a bachelor’s degree. 

 
Foster Child Grant 

Need-Based  
   

 
 

 
 

 
Student must be in custody of Dept. of Children and 
Families (DCF) through Extended Care and Protection 
Petition and must not be over age 24. 

 
Gilbert Matching Student 
Grant 

Need-Based  
     

 
Can be used at any private, regionally accredited, non-
profit post- secondary school or school of nursing in MA. 
Student cannot already have a bachelor’s degree. 

Part-Time Grant Need-Based  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 Student cannot already have a bachelor’s degree. 
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Type of Aid 

Full-time 
Student 

Part-
time 

Student 

Public 
Community 

College 
Student 

Public State 
University 
or UMass 
Student 

Private 
College/ 

University 
Student 

 
Other Information 

Scholarships 

Community College Nursing 
Scholarship 

Program- 
Specific 

 

 
 

 
 

   Student must be enrolled in an eligible course of study in 
an approved nursing or pre-nursing discipline. 

GEAR UP Scholarship Entitlement 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Student must have participated in the GEAR UP program 
in middle and/or high school. 

 
High Demand Scholarship 

Program- 
Specific 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Student must be enrolled in an eligible program of study 
in a designated high need field and maintain a minimum 
college-level GPA of 3.0. 

 
In-Demand Scholarship 

Program- 
Specific 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Student must be a current undergraduate or graduate 
student enrolled in an eligible program of study in a 
designated in-demand field and maintain a minimum 
college-level GPA of 3.0. 

John and Abigail 
Adams Scholarship Merit-Based 

 

  
 

 
 

  Student must have a combined Mathematics/ELA 
MCAS score in the top 25% of their school district. 

Tomorrow’s Teachers 
Scholarship 

Program- 
Specific 

 
    

  
Student must be enrolled in an approved course of 
study and commit to fulfilling the service obligation 
within 12 months of degree completion. 

Loans 

No Interest Loan Need-Based 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
Can be used at any MA public or private postsecondary 
school issuing undergraduate degrees and/or certificates. 

Tuition Waivers 

DCF Adopted Child Tuition 
Waiver and Fee Assistance 

 
Entitlement 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Student must have been adopted through DCF by a state 
employee or eligible Massachusetts resident and must 
not be over age 24. 

 
DCF Foster Child 
Tuition Waiver and Fee 
Assistance 

 
Entitlement 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 Student must be a current or former foster child placed in 
the custody of the state by order of the court and not 
adopted or returned home, or have guardianship 
sponsored by DCF through age 18. 

Need-Based Tuition Waiver Need-Based 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  Student cannot already have a bachelor’s degree. 
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