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Greetings- The following materials will show detailed information for each warrant article: the 
warrant language, the proposed motion(s), the amount of the article and from where the funds 
will be taken, the description, and recommendations from the Finance Committee and the Select 
Board. 
 
Beginning Fund Balances 
Balances in all available fund accounts prior to the start of this town meeting. 
 

 

 
State Aid            FY26              FY27-Currently 

UGGA $1,119,594 $1,163,926 
State Owned Land $131,430 $134,644 
Veterans’ Benefits Reimbursements $66,088 $53,020 
Veteran, Blind, SSP Elderly $40,525 $37,925 
Public Library Offset $18,504 $18,467 
Less State Assessments ($28,247) ($24,477) 

 
Local Receipts Revenue                                            FY25 Actual                       FY26 Estimated 

Other Taxes & Excise $1,110,946 $1,11,669 
Charges for Fees & Services $190,018 $184,310 
Licenses & Permits $147,114 $146,500 
Fines & Forfeitures $3,149 $3,000 
Miscellaneous & Investment Income $88,939 $86,000 
Actual non-recurring $10,205 $10,205 

 
 FY27 Property Tax Levy Calculation 

Prior Year Levy Limit $10,543,772 
2-1/2% Increase $263,594 
New Growth $70,000 
Debt Exclusions $172,134 
Tax Levy Total $11,049,500 

 
 
 
 
 

Fund  
FY26 Free Cash          $837,097 
Stabilization Fund $687,951  

Capital Stabilization Fund $25,764  

PEG/Cable Access Fund $670,019  

Ambulance Receipts Reserved – Est. $463,000  

FY26 Water Retained Earnings $472,178  

FY26 Sewer Retained Earnings $1,265,321  

ARPA $43,792  
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FOLLOWING ARE THE MODERATOR’S PROPOSED OPENING MOTIONS  
 
MOTION 1 
That this meeting dispenses with the reading of the warrant and of the Constable’s return of 
service of that warrant and that the Moderator not be required to read warrant articles verbatim, 
but may refer to them by number and/or subject matter. 
MOTION 2 
That the moderator may extend the floor to Town management and staff and other non-voters 
provided that they must first be recognized by the Moderator. 
MOTION 3 
That the Moderator, pursuant to G.L. c. 39 § 15, be allowed to declare a two-thirds vote rather 
than taking a standing count. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FOLLOWING IS THE May 19, 2026 WARRANT ARTICLES WITH PROPOSED MOTIONS, 
DESCRIPTIONS WITH SELECT BOARD AND FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS: 
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
WORCESTER, SS:                            
 
To one of the Constables in the Town of Barre, in the County of Worcester. 
 
Greetings: 
In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, you are hereby directed to notify and warn 
the inhabitants of the Town of Barre, qualified to vote in town elections and town affairs to meet 
at the Ruggles Lane Elementary School, 105 Ruggles Lane, Barre, MA 01005. 
 

TUESDAY, THE NINETEENTH DAY OF May 2026 AT 6:30 P.M. 
 
then and there to act on the following articles: 

Article 1: Reports from Committees 
[Majority Vote Required] 
 
To see if the Town will vote to accept the reports of the Select Board, Finance Committee, 
School Committee and any other department or committee and act thereon, or take any other 
action relative thereto. 
  
Proposed Motion(s) 
I move the Town accept the written reports of the Town Departments for the calendar year 
2025. 
 
Article Amount/Funds 
N/A  
 
Description 
Annual Article to accept Town Reports and hear additional reports from any board or 
committee.  Consent agenda action is proposed. 
 
Sponsor: Finance Committee 
Recommendation of Finance Committee: Favorable 
Recommendation of Selectboard: Favorable 

Article 2: Payment of Bills from a Prior Fiscal Year 
[Four-fifths Vote Required] 
 

To see if the Town will vote to transfer from available funds a sum of money to pay bills from a 
prior fiscal year or take any other action relative thereto.  
 

Proposed Motion: I move the Town transfer $425.61 from Sewer Retained Earnings to the 
Sewer expense account and $425.61 from Water Retained Earnings to the Water expense 
account, for a total of $851.22, for payment of FY 2025 invoice number 125800 to Kirkwood 
Direct, LLC. 
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Article Amount/Funds 
$425.61 from Sewer Retained Earnings 
$425.61 from Water Retained Earnings 
 

Description 
This article will allow the payment of a prior fiscal year bill. 
 
Sponsor: Water and Sewer Commissions 
Recommendation of Finance Committee: Favorable 
Recommendation of Selectboard: Favorable 

Article 3: FY2026 Transfer from Sewer Retained Earnings – Compact Loader 
[Majority Vote Required] 
 
To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $75,775.00 from sewer retained earnings to the 
replacement account to purchase and equip a compact loader and hydraulic boom, including all 
incidental or related costs, or take any other action relative thereto.     
 
Proposed Motion: I move the Town transfer the sum of $75,775.00 from FY2026 sewer retained 
earnings to the replacement account to purchase and equip a compact loader and hydraulic boom, 
including all incidental or related costs.  
 
Article Amount/Funds 
$75,775.00 from Sewer Retained Earnings 
 
Description 

         This article would allow the Sewer Commission to transfer $75,775.00 from their retained earnings to 
cover the cost of a compact loader and hydraulic boom.  

 
 Sponsor: Sewer Commission 
 Recommendation of the Finance Committee: Favorable  
 Recommendation of the Selectboard: Favorable 

Article 4: FY2026 Transfer from Sewer Retained Earnings – Heat Pumps 
[Majority Vote Required] 

 
To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $14,520.00 from sewer retained earnings, to the sewer 
equipment account for the installation of heat pumps at the wastewater treatment facility, including all 
incidental or related costs, or take any other action relative thereto. 
 
Proposed Motion: I move the town transfer the sum of $14,520.00 from FY2026 sewer retained 
earnings to the sewer equipment account for the installation of heat pumps, including all incidental 
or related costs, at the wastewater treatment facility. 
 
 Article Amount/Funds 
$14,520.00 from Sewer Retained Earnings 
 
Description 
This article would allow the Sewer Commission to transfer $14,520.00 from their retained earnings to 
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cover the installation of heat pumps at the wastewater treatment facility.  
 

Sponsor: Sewer Commission 
Recommendation of the Finance Committee: Favorable 
Recommendation of the Selectboard: Favorable 

Article 5: FY2026 Transfer from Sewer Retained Earnings – Debt Service 
[Majority Vote Required] 

 
To see if the Town will vote to transfer a sum of money from sewer retained earnings, to the sewer 
expense account to pay a portion of the interest and legal costs due on the treatment facility upgrade 
bond anticipation note, or take any other action relative thereto. 
 
Proposed Motion: I move the town transfer the sum of $45,755.83 from FY2026 sewer retained 
earnings, to the sewer expense account to pay a portion of the interest due and legal costs on the 
treatment facility upgrade bond anticipation note. 
 
Article Amount/Funds 
$45,755.83 from Sewer Retained Earnings 
 
 Description 
This article would allow the Sewer Commission to transfer $45,755.83 from their retained earnings to 
cover the cost of a portion of the interest paid on the treatment facility upgrade bond anticipation note.  

 
Sponsor: Sewer Commission 
Recommendation of the Finance Committee: Favorable 
Recommendation of the Selectboard: Favorable 

Article 6: FY2026 Transfer from Water Retained Earnings – Pick-Up Truck 
[Majority Vote Required] 

 
To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $87,024.75 from water retained earnings, to the water 
pickup truck account to purchase and equip a Ford F-350, or equivalent model pick-up truck,  and plow 
for the Water Department, including all incidental or related costs, or take any other action relative 
thereto. 
 
Proposed Motion: I move the town transfer the sum of $87,024.75 from FY2026 water retained 
earnings, to the water pickup truck account for the purchase of a Ford F-350, or equivalent model 
pick-up truck, and plow for the water department, including all incidental or related costs. 
 
Article Amount/Funds 
$87,024.75 from Water Retained Earnings 
 
 Description 
This article would allow the Water Commission to transfer $87,024.75 from their retained earnings to 
purchase a Ford F-350 or equivalent pick-up truck and plow.  

 
Sponsor: Water Commission 
Recommendation of the Finance Committee: Favorable 
Recommendation of the Selectboard: Favorable 
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Article 7: FY2026 Funding of Overlay 
[2/3 vote required] 

 
To see if the Town will vote to transfer from General Stabilization a sum of money to fund the FY2026 
Overlay account. 
 
Proposed Motion: I move the town transfer from general stabilization the sum of $82,000 to fund the 
FY2026 Overlay account. 
 
Article Amount/Funds 
$82,000 from General Stabilization 
 
 Description 
This article would allow funding of the Overlay account, the purpose of which is to cover    
reimbursements for real estate and personal property abatements, and personal tax exemptions   for 
Fiscal Year 2026.  
 
Sponsor: Board of Assessors 
Recommendation of the Finance Committee: Favorable 
Recommendation of the Selectboard: Favorable 

Article 8: FY2026 Funding of Fire Truck Lease Payment 
[2/3 vote required] 

 
To see if the Town will vote to transfer from General Stabilization a sum of money to fund the FY2026 fire 
truck lease payment. 
 
Proposed Motion: I move the town transfer from general stabilization the sum of $127,701.99 to 
fund the FY2026 Fire Truck Lease Payment 
 
Article Amount/Funds 
$127,701.99 from general stabilization 
 
 Description 
This article would allow funding of the fire truck lease payment.  
 
Sponsor: Fire Department 
Recommendation of the Finance Committee: Favorable 
Recommendation of the Selectboard: Favorable 

Article 9: FY2026 General Fund Budget Transfers – Snow and Ice 
[2/3 Vote Required] 
 
To see if the Town will vote to transfer from General Stabilization a sum of money to fund the 
Snow and Ice FY2026 deficit, or take any other action relative thereto. 
 

Proposed Motion :  I move the Town transfer from General Stabilization the sum of $62,000, 
to fund a portion of the FY2026 snow and ice deficit. 
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Article Amount/Funds 
$62,000 from general stabilization 
 
Description 
This article proposes to fund the Fiscal Year 2026 snow and ice budget deficit from general 
stabilization.  Any other FY26 budget transfers will be addressed through interdepartmental 
transfers by the Select Board and Finance Committee at the end of the current fiscal year.  At 
the present time, a $371,973.15 deficit exists in the Snow Removal budget.  
 
Sponsor: Selectboard 
Recommendation of Finance Committee: Favorable  
Recommendation of Selectboard: Favorable 

Article 10: FY2027 Water Enterprise Budget 
[Majority Vote Required]  
 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, borrow or transfer from Water Receipts a 
sum of money for the operations and maintenance of the municipal water system for the fiscal 
year beginning July 1, 2026; or take any other action relative thereto.  
 
Proposed Motion(s) 
I move the Town appropriate the sum of $694,408.00 from Water Receipts for the Water 
Enterprise Fund for the operations and maintenance of the municipal water system for the 
fiscal year beginning July 1, 2026; as printed in the FY2027 Annual Town Meeting Finance 
Committee Booklet:  
 

Revenues FY2026 Estimated FY2027 Estimated 
Water Receipts $537,081 $694,408 
Retained Earnings $572,299 $0 
                              Total: $1,109,390 $694,408 
Expenses FY2026 Voted FY2027 Recommended 
Salaries $277,990 $236,321 
Commissioner Stipends $900 $900 
Expenses $229,740 $261,237 
Water Replacement  $5,000 $10,000 
Water Upgrade $70,000 $70,000 
Debt Service $30,000 $27,086 
Indirect Costs $141,787 $88,864 
                              Total: $755,417 $694,408 

 
Article Amount/Funds  
This article is in the amount of $694,408.00 to fund the Water Enterprise Budget for FY27 and is 
funded through the user fees, charges to water users and use of retained earnings. 
 
 
 



TOWN OF BARRE ANNUAL TOWN MEETING WARRANT 

May 19, 2026 6:30PM – Ruggles Lane School 
 

 

Description 
This article will fund the Water Enterprise Budget for FY27. Salaries for the collective bargaining 
agreement for union employees both salaries and overtime.  Consent agenda action is 
proposed. 
 
Sponsor: DPW Commission 
Recommendation of Finance Committee: Favorable 
Recommendation of Selectboard: Favorable 

Article 11: FY2027 Sewer Enterprise Budget  
[Majority Vote Required]  

 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, borrow or transfer from Sewer Receipts a 
sum of money for the operations and maintenance of the municipal sewer system for the fiscal 
year beginning July 1, 2026; or take any other action relative thereto.  
 
Proposed Motion(s) 
I move the Town appropriate the sum of $1,149,334.00 for the Sewer Enterprise Fund for the 
operations and maintenance of the municipal sewer system for the fiscal year beginning 
July 1, 2026; as printed in the FY 2027 Annual Town Meeting Finance Committee Booklet. 
 

Revenues FY2026 Estimated FY2027 Estimated 
Sewer Receipts $913,871 $980,010 
Retained Earnings $1,189,199 $169,324 
                              Total: $2,103,070 $1,149,334 
Expenses FY2026 Voted FY2027 Recommended 
Salaries $304,578 $318,500 
Commissioner Stipends $900 $900 
Expenses $406,500 $458,375 
Debt Service 78,241 $261,310 
Indirect Costs $192,291 $110,249 
                              Total: $982,510 $1,149,334 

 
Article Amount/Funds  
This article is in the amount of $1,149,334.00 to fund the Sewer Enterprise Budget for FY27 and 
is funded through the user fees, charges to sewer users and use of retained earnings. 
 
Description 
This article will fund the Sewer Enterprise Budget for FY27. Salaries for the collective bargaining 
agreement for union employees, both salaries and overtime.   Consent agenda action is 
proposed. 
 
Sponsor: DPW Commission 
Recommendation of Finance Committee: Favorable 
Recommendation of Selectboard: Favorable 
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Article 12: FY 2027 Omnibus Budget  
[Majority Vote Required]  

 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from any available source of funds 
sums of money to pay Town charges and expenses for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2026 and 
vote to fix salary and compensation of all elected officials of the Town in accordance with the 
provisions of Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 41, Section 108, effective July 1, 2026 and 
make all appropriations for the same; or take any other action relative thereto.  
 
Proposed Motion(s) 
I move the Town fix salaries and compensation of all elected officials of the Town for the 
Fiscal Year 2027 for the period of July 1, 2026 – June 30, 2027, and further, to raise and 
appropriate the sum of $6,065,445.00, transfer from free cash the sum of $610,790, transfer 
from the Council on Aging Formula Grant $11,700.00 and transfer an additional sum of 
$463,000.00 from Ambulance Receipts Reserve, for a total of $7,150,935.00, as identified in 
the Town’s Omnibus Budget as follows: 
 

Department FY2026 Voted 
FY2027 
Recommended 

Moderator $ 50.00 $50.00 
Selectboard $ 177,952.00 $185,787.00 
Finance Committee Expense $ 1,000.00 $1,000.00 
Reserve Fund $ 5,000.00 $35,000.00 
Accounting Department $ 131,546.00 $145,350.00 
Board of Assessors $ 117,211.00 $135,786.00 

Treasurer/Collector Department $ 168,343 $150,706.00 
Legal $ 39,000.00 $39,000.00 
Tax Title Expense $ 10,000.00 $15,000.00 
Technology $ 84,000.00 $95,000.00 
Town Clerk $ 167,723.00  $196,728.00 
Conservation Commission $ 1,800.00 $800.00 
Planning Board $ 3,800.00 $2,800.00 
Zoning Board $ 30,352.00 $25,050.00 
Town Buildings $ 191,539.00 $204,495.00 
Central Purchasing $ 37,550.00 $38,837.00 
Police Department $ 1,043,379.00 $1,145,655.00 
Fire Department $ 287,612.00 $352,320.00 
Ambulance Services $ 819,030.00 $829,496.00 
Building Department $ 33,765.00 $32,967.00 
Regional Building Program $ 26,584.00 $27,224.00 
Emergency Management $ 2.00 $2.00 
Animal Control $ 18,234.00 $22,566.00 
Dispatch $ 191,132.00 $199,322.00 
Tree Warden $ 5,000.00 $4,000.00 
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Department of Public Works $ 637,236.00 $645,395.00 
Snow Removal $ 128,651.00 $128,651.00 
Street Lights $ 40,000.00 $45,000.00 
Cemetery Department $ 16,884.00 $16,384.00 
Board of Health $ 34,055.00 $35,614.00 
Inspector of Animals $ 600.00 $600.00 
Council on Aging $ 111,322 $141,019.00 
Veterans’ Services $ 82,338.00 $80,984.00 
Library $ 327,987.00 $353,519.00 
Recreation $ 17,600.00 $13,500.00 
Parks and Commons $ 50,500.00 $51,000.00 
Historical Commission $ 1,200.00 $250.00 
Holiday Decorations $ 3,000.00 $1,000.00 
County Retirement $ 693,211.00 $741,944.00 
Benefit Insurance $ 635,500 $572,000.00 
General Insurance $ 205,000.00 $200,000.00 
Debt Principal $ 555,461.00 $158,200.00 
Debt Interest $ 73,311.00 $13,934.00 
Medicare and Unemployment  $67,000.00 
Total $ 7,205,460.00 $7,150,935.00 
   

 
Article Amount/Funds 
This Article provides funding for the Town’s operating expenses within the amount of estimated 
revenues available.  The intents allow for all town funds to be raised and appropriated and 
transferred from other funds to achieve a balanced budget for FY27. 
 
Description 
This is the Town’s annual operating budget. The School budget taken separately in the next 
article. 
 
Sponsor: Selectboard 
Recommendation of Finance Committee: Favorable 
Recommendation of Selectboard: Favorable 
 
Article 13: FY 2027 Omnibus Budget - Schools  
[Majority Vote Required]  

 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate a sum of money to pay school charges and 
expenses for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2026 and make all appropriations for the same; or 
take any other action relative thereto.  
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Proposed Motion(s) 
I move the Town raise and appropriate the sum of $8,083,177.00 to pay School charges and 
expenses as identified in the Town’s recommended Omnibus Budget relative to Education 
as follows for the fiscal year beginning on July 1, 2026. 
 

Schools FY2026 FY2027 
Requested 

FY2027 
Recommend 

Quabbin Regional School District $7,159,965 $7,784,815 $7,596,723 

Monty Tech $415,496 $411,548 $411,548 

QRSD Debt Service $78,223 $74,906 $74,906 

        TOTAL $8,083,177.00 
 
Article Amount/Funds 
Raise and appropriate a total of $8,083,177.00 for Education, as recommended by the school 
districts. 
 
Description 
This is the annual appropriation for education for FY27. The requested amounts are consistent 
with the recommended Quabbin Regional School District and Regional Vocational School 
budgets for the upcoming year. 
 

Sponsor: Selectboard 
Recommendation of Finance Committee: To Be Determined 
Recommendation of Selectboard: To Be Determined 

Article 14: PEG Access and Cable Related Fund   
[Majority Vote Required]  
 
To see if the Town will vote to transfer a sum of $25,000.00 from the PEG Access and Cable 
Related Fund to operate the Public, Educational, and Governmental (PEG) Access and Cable 
Related Fund established pursuant to Massachusetts General Law Chapter 44, Section 53F ¾ 
for fiscal year 2027, and for the purpose of funding capital projects relating to the operation of 
PEG and anything incidental or related thereto; or take any action relative thereto.  
 

Revenue Source Account FY27 Spending Limit 
PEG Access Revenue PEG Access Expense $25,000 

 
Proposed Motion(s) 
I move the Town transfer the sum of $25,000.00 from the PEG Access and Cable Related 
Fund to operate the Public, Educational, and Governmental (PEG) Access and Cable 
channels and related expenses. 
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Article Amount/Funds 
This article would allow for the transfer of $25,000 from the special PEG revenue fund and 
projects for the operation of the PEG department.  All funds come from licensing fees paid by 
the Town’s cable operators.   
 
Description 
At the June 2017 Annual Town Meeting, the Town voted to establish a PEG Access and Cable 
Related Fund effective July 1, 2018. Such a fund is considered a special revenue account under 
Massachusetts General Laws requiring the Town to adopt a budget annually for PEG Access 
services and other related expenses. Approval of this article would establish the FY2027 budget 
for the Town’s PEG Access contractor and operational expenses for hosting the PEG Access.  
Consent agenda action is proposed. 
 

Sponsor: Selectboard 
Recommendation of Finance Committee: Favorable 
Recommendation of Selectboard: Favorable 

Article 15: Revolving Funds  
[Majority Vote Required]  

 
To see what spending limits the Town will establish for revolving accounts established pursuant 
to Massachusetts General Law Chapter 44, Section 53E ½ and the Town’s Bylaws, Chapter 48, 
Section 1, for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2026; or take any other action relative thereto. 
 
Proposed Motion(s) 
I move the Town establish spending limits for the Town’s revolving accounts established 
pursuant to Massachusetts General Law Chapter 44, Section 53E 1⁄2 and the Town’s 
Bylaws, Chapter 48, Section 1, for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2026, as follows: 
 

Revolving 
Fund 

Approval to 
spend fund 

Revenue 
Source 

Use of Fund FY27 
Spending 
Limit  

Library Library Director Library Printing 
and 
photocopying 
fees and 
charges 

To be used on 
operation and/or 
maintenance of 
the library 
copper and 
printers 

$2,000 

Board of Health  
 

Board of 
Health 
Members 
 

Percolation 
test fees and 
disposal work 
construction 
permits, food 
permits, pool 
permits 

To be used to pay 
one of its 
members or 
designated 
agents for 
inspections 
associated with 
said tests and 
permits 

$15,000 
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Electrical 
Inspector 

Building 
Inspector 

Electrical 
Inspector 
charges and 
fees 

To be used on 
payment of all 
charges and fees 
related to 
electrical 
expenses and 
electrical 
inspector fees 

$50,000 

Plumbing 
Inspector 

Building 
Inspector 

Plumbing 
Inspector 
charges and 
fees 

To be used on 
payment of all 
charges and fees 
related to 
plumbing 
expenses and 
plumbing 
inspector fees 

 
$7,000 

Gas Inspector Building 
Inspector 

Gas Inspector 
charges and 
fees 

To be used on 
payment of all 
charges and fees 
related to gas 
expenses and 
gas inspector 
fees 

$4,000 

Police 
Department 

Police Chief Civilian 
Firearms Safety 
Class fees 

To be used on 
administrative 
costs (Instructor 
pay) and 
expense related 
costs 

$10,000 

Police 
Department 

Police Chief Barre Falls 
Dam 
Contractual 
Revenue 

To be used for an 
Administrative 
Cruiser 
Replacement 

$70,000 

Police 
Department 

Police Chief Detail 
administrative 
fees and 
cruiser 

To be used on 
payment of 
administrative 
costs cruiser 
repair/replacem
ent costs 

$16,000 

Fire 
Department 

Fire Chief Burning Permit 
Fees 

To be used on 
the purchase of 
replacement 
brush fire/forest 
fire equipment 

$3,000 
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Council on 
Aging 

Council on 
Aging 

Program Fees 
and Event Fees 

To be used for 
programs and 
events 

$2,000 

 
Article Amount/Funds 
All funds would only be expended if they are collected. 
 
Description 
This article would establish the Fiscal Year 2027 expenditure limits for the Town’s Revolving 
Funds. There are no new Revolving Funds proposed by the Article for FY2027. Consent agenda 
action is proposed. 
 
Sponsor: Selectboard 
Recommendation of Finance Committee: Favorable 
Recommendation of Selectboard: Favorable 

Article 16: Chapter 90 Grant 
[Majority Vote Required] 

 
To see if the Town will vote to accept any and all state highway assistance funds authorized by 
the state legislature and approved by the Massachusetts Department of Transportation- 
Highway Division under the so-called Chapter 90 Highway Assistance Program to be expended 
for the maintenance, repair and construction of Town roads in anticipation of reimbursement 
under the direction of the Select Board for work on roads located on the State Aid Primary 
System as approved by the Massachusetts Department of Transportation-Highway Division, and 
further to authorize the Treasurer/Collector, with the approval of the Select Board, to borrow 
money from time to time during Fiscal Year 2027 up to the reimbursable amount, for the period 
from July 1, 2026 through June 30, 2027, in anticipation of reimbursement of said highway 
assistance in conformity with the provisions of Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 44, 
Section 6A, or take any other action relative thereto.  
 
Proposed Motion(s) 
I move the Town accept any and all state highway assistance funds authorized by the state 
legislature and approved by the Massachusetts Department of Transportation- Highway 
Division under the so-called Chapter 90 Highway Assistance Program for the period from 
July 1, 2026 through June 30, 2027 and to approve Article 16 as printed.   
 
Amount/Funds 
N/A 
 
Description 
Massachusetts law requires that Town Meeting approve the use of funds received from the 
Commonwealth for road construction purposes, including engineering or addressing traffic 
Improvements and it allows the Town to borrow funds in anticipation of being reimbursed by the 
Commonwealth.   Consent agenda action is proposed. 
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Sponsor: Selectboard 
Recommendation of Finance Committee: Favorable 
Recommendation of Selectboard: Favorable 

Article 17: Local Option Meals Tax 
[Majority Vote Required] 
 
To see if the Town will vote to accept the provisions of Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 
64L, Section 2 so as to impose a local sales tax upon the sale of restaurant meals originating 
within the town by a vendor at a rate of 0.75 per cent of the gross receipts of the vendor from the 
sale of restaurant meals, or take any other action relative thereto. 
 
Proposed Motion: I move the Town accept the provisions of Massachusetts General Laws, 
Chapter 64L, Section 2 so as to impose a local sales tax upon the sale of restaurant meals 
originating within the town by a vendor at a rate of 0.75 per cent of the gross receipts of the 
vendor from the sale of restaurant meals. 
 
Amount/Funds 
N/A 
 
Description  
A city or town may impose a local option meal excise of 0.75% on sales of restaurant meals 
sourced within that city or town. This local excise is imposed in addition to the 6.25% state sales 
tax on meals and is paid to the Town, bringing the effective tax rate on sales of meals to 7% in a 
city or town adopting the local option. In FY25, if the meals tax had been adopted, it is estimated 
it would have increased local receipts by $55,254. 
 
Sponsor: Selectboard 
Recommendation of Finance Committee: To Be Determined  
Recommendation of Selectboard: Favorable 

Article 18: Local Option Rooms Tax 
[Majority Vote Required] 

 
 

To see if the Town will vote to accept the provisions of Massachusetts General Law, Chapter 64G, 

Section 3A so as to impose a local option room occupancy excise tax at a rate of 6%, or take any 

other action relative thereto.  

 

Proposed Motion: I move the Town accept the provisions of Massachusetts General Law, 

Chapter 64G, Section 3A so as to impose a local option room occupancy excise tax at a rate of 

6%. 

 

Article Amount/Funds 

Not Applicable 
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Description 

This article would allow the Town to collect 6% room occupancy tax on rooms rented within the Town. 

An initial annual estimate of $19,125 would be raised with an affirmative vote of this article. 

 

Sponsor: Selectboard 

Recommendation of the Finance Committee: Favorable   

Recommendation of the Selectboard: Favorable 

Article 19: Department of Public Works Special Act Abolishment 
 [Majority Vote Required] 
 

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Select Board to petition the General Court for 
special legislation to reorganize the department of public works so as to abolish the Public 
Works Commission and to make the Superintendent of Public Works a position appointed by 
the Select Board, in consultation with the Town Administrator, by repealing Chapter 56 of the 
Acts of 1988 and replacing it with a new Department of Public Works Act, as shown below; 
provided, however, that the General Court may make clerical or editorial changes of form 
only to the bill, unless the Select Board approves amendments to the bill before enactment 
by the General Court, and authorizing the Select Board to approve any amendments which 
shall be within the scope of the general public objectives of the petition; or take any other 
action relative thereto. 

 
AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS IN THE TOWN OF BARRE 
 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled, and 
by the authority of the same, as follows: 

 
SECTION 1. Chapter 56 of the Acts of 1988 is hereby repealed and the public works 
commission established by said act is hereby abolished. 

 
SECTION 2. There is hereby established in the Town of Barre a Department of Public Works, 
hereinafter called the “Department”. Said Department shall have all the powers and duties 
previously vested in or exercised by and composed of the highway department, water 
department, sewer department and the parks and recreation department. The highway 
department will include road commissioners. Said commission shall continue to be elected 
in accordance with the General Laws and the bylaws of said town and they shall continue to 
have all the powers and responsibilities vested by the general or special laws or town 
bylaws pertaining to roads. 
 
SECTION 3. The department shall be supervised by a superintendent appointed by the 
selectboard, in consultation with a recommendation by the town administrator, subject to the 
by-laws of the town that provide for the appointment of officers. The town administrator in 
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consultation with select board may establish an employment contract with the 
superintendent for salary, fringe benefits and other conditions of employment, including, but 
not limited to, severance pay, reimbursement for expenses incurred in the performance of the 
duties of office, liability insurance and conditions of discipline, termination, dismissal, 
reappointment, performance standards and leave. The superintendent shall hold no other 
elective or appointive office in the town without approval from the select board and shall not 
be engaged in any other business that would constitute a conflict of interest as defined by 
Massachusetts General Laws. The superintendent shall report to the town administrator as to 
the doings of the department at such times as the town administrator may require. 

 
SECTION 4. The superintendent shall exercise and perform, under the direction and 
supervision of the town administrator, all of the powers, rights and duties to be exercised by 
the department under this act, and the superintendent shall recommend for appointment 
such subordinate employees as may be necessary to operate the department, subject to 
approval by the town administrator. The compensation of any such subordinate employees 
shall be established pursuant to the personnel policies and practices, rules and regulations 
of the town and any applicable collective bargaining agreements. 

 
SECTION 5. No contracts or liabilities in force upon the effective date of this act shall be 
affected by the repeal of chapter 56 of the acts of 1988, and the department of public works 
and the superintendent of public works created in this act shall in all respects be the lawful 
successor of the offices and departments that were abolished by the repeal of said chapter 
56. All records, property and equipment of any office, department or part thereof assigned 
under said chapter 56 shall, by operation of law, be assigned to the department of public 
works and the superintendent of public works. 
 
SECTION 6. This act shall take effect upon passage.  
 
Proposed Motion(s) 
I move the Town approve Article 19 as printed in the FY2027 Annual Town Meeting 
Finance Committee Booklet, providing for a petition for special legislation abolishing 
Chapter 56 of the Acts of 1988 and further establishing a Department of Public Works 
under the Select Board. 
 

Amount/Funds 
Not Applicable 

     
    Description 

This Article would authorize the Select Board to petition the Legislature for a special act to 
abolish the Public Works Commission which is currently composed of nine members, and 
make the Select Board the appointing authority for the Superintendent of Public Works.  The 
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Superintendent will be the head of the Public Works Department and the elected road 
commissioners will retain their statutory authority. 
 

Sponsor: Selectboard 
Recommendation of the Finance Committee: 3-Favorable, 1-Unfavorable   
Recommendation of the Selectboard: Favorable 

Article 20: Appointment of Paid Part-Time Assessor  
[Majority Vote Required] 
 
To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Assessors to appoint one of its members to 
a paid part-time position under their supervision as allowed by Massachusetts General Law, 

Chapter 268A, Section 21A, to fix the compensation of such appointee and to raise and to 
appropriate or transfer from available funds a sum of money to fund such position; or take any 
other action relative thereto. 
 
Proposed Motion: I move the Town authorize the Board of Assessors to appoint one of its 
members to a paid part-time position under their supervision as allowed by Massachusetts 
General Law, Chapter 268A, Section 21A, to fix the compensation of such appointee to an 
hourly rate of $24.00 to $25.00/per hour, with funding for such position within the Assessors 
budget voted pursuant to Article 12. 
 
Amount/Funds 
Amount of $24.00 - $25.00 / hour with funding in the Assessors budget Cyclical Reinspection line.    
 
Description 
This article will allow the Board of Assessors to appoint one of its members to serve as a paid part-
time clerk for the Assessing Department.  This article is required because a member of a board 
cannot be appointed to a position supervised by that board unless the appointment is approved 
by Town Meeting. Consent agenda action is proposed. 
 
Sponsor: Board of Assessors 
Recommendation of the Finance Committee: Favorable   
Recommendation of the Selectboard: Favorable 

Article 21: Assessors Recertification of Properties 
[Majority Vote Require] 
  
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, borrow, or transfer from available funds, a 
sum of money to pay for costs associated with the Assessors Recertification of properties, 
Special Appraisal Expenses, Cyclical Re-Inspection and Annual Interim Adjustments and 
anything incidental or related thereto; or take any other action relative thereto. 
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Proposed Motion: I move the Town raise and appropriate the sum of $29,100, to pay for costs 
associated with the Assessors Recertification of properties, Special Appraisal Expenses, 
Cyclical Re-Inspection and Annual Interim Adjustments and anything incidental or related 
thereto. 
 
Amount/Fund 
Amount of $29,100.00 from raise and appropriate.   Consent agenda action is proposed. 
 
Description 
This Article will appropriate funding for use by the Assessors to perform the activities required by 
the Department of Revenue in order for property values to be certified. 
 
Sponsor: Board of Assessors 
Recommendation of Finance Committee: Favorable 
Recommendation of Select Board: Favorable 

Article 22: Assessors/Veterans – Veterans’ Property Tax Trust 
[Majority Vote Required] 

 
To see if the Town will vote to accept Massachusetts General Law, Chapter 59, Section 5 Clause 
22G, property tax exemptions for veterans, or take any other action relative thereto. 
 
Proposed Motions(s): I move the Town accept Massachusetts General Law, Chapter 59, 

Section 5 Clause 22G, thereby protecting eligible veterans’ property tax exemptions. 
 
Amount/Funds 
Not Applicable 
 
Description 
This would allow the Town to accept Massachusetts General Law, Chapter 59, Section 5 Clause 
22G, to protect eligible veterans who place their primary residence into a trust or other fiduciary 
arrangement for estate planning purposes. Under the current law, veterans are losing their 
earned property tax exemption solely because legal ownership of the home is held by a trustee, 
even though the veteran continues to live there as their domicile and retains beneficial interest. 
 
Sponsor: Board of Assessors/Veterans’ Service Officer 
Recommendation of the Finance Committee: Favorable   
Recommendation of the Selectboard: Favorable 

Article 23: Department of Public Works – Authorize Purchase of Plow 
[Majority Vote Required] 
 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds or borrow a 
sum of money to purchase and equip a plow for the Department of Public Works including all 
other incidental or related costs, said funds to be expended under the direction of the 
Selectboard, or take any other action relative thereto. 
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Proposed Motion: I move the town vote to transfer from free cash the sum of $9,140.00 to 
purchase a plow to outfit existing trucks at the DPW. 
 
 Article Amount/Funds 
$9,140.00 from free cash. 
 
 Description 
This article would allow the Department of Public Works to purchase a new 10-foot plow to 
outfit existing trucks. 
 
Sponsor: Department of Public Works Commission 
Recommendation of the Finance Committee: Favorable   
Recommendation of the Selectboard: Favorable 

Article 24: Department of Public Works – Authorize Purchase of a 10-Wheeled Dump Truck 
[2/3 Vote Required] 
 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, or borrow a 
sum of money to purchase and equip a 10-wheeled dump truck for the Department of Public 
Works, including all other incidental or related costs, said funds to be expended under the 
direction of the Selectboard, or take any other action relative thereto. 
 
Proposed Motion: I move the town vote to appropriate the sum of $450,000.00 to purchase 
and equip a new 10-wheeled dump truck with full plow assembly and sander body for the 
Department of Public Works, including all other incidental or related costs. Said funds to 
be expended under the direction of the Selectboard, and to meet this appropriation, the 
Treasurer with the approval of the Select Board is authorized to borrow said sum pursuant 
to the provisions of M.G.L. Chapter 44, Section 7, as amended, or any other enabling 
authority, and to issue bonds and notes of the Town therefor; provided, however, that the 
appropriation authorized by this vote shall not take effect unless and until the Town votes 
to exempt from the limitation on total taxes imposed by M.G.L. c. 59, §21C (Proposition 2 ½) 
the amounts required to pay the principal of and the interest on any borrow authorized 
under the vote. 
 
 Article Amount/Funds 
$450,000 through debt exclusion. 
 
Description 
This article would allow the Department of Public Works to purchase a 10-wheeled dump truck 
with full plow assembly and sander body. 



TOWN OF BARRE ANNUAL TOWN MEETING WARRANT 

May 19, 2026 6:30PM – Ruggles Lane School 
 

 

 
Sponsor: Department of Public Works 
Recommendation of the Finance Committee: 3-Favorable, 1-Unfavorable   
Recommendation of the Selectboard: Favorable 

Article 25: Proposed Zoning Map Change 
 [Two-Thirds Vote Required] 
 

To see if the Town will vote to amend the Town of Barre Code, Chapter 140 Zoning, Section 140-
4, Location of Districts, as follows, with additions shown in bold and deletions shown in 
strikethrough: 
 
§140-4 Location of Districts 
 
A. The location and boundaries of these districts shall be as shown on the Zoning Map of Barre 

dated October 28, 2019 March 27, 2026, being the most recent revision of prior Town of 
Barre Zoning Maps, which shall be on file in the office of the Town Clerk. 

 
A copy of which is on file with the Town Clerk, the Planning Board and the Town’s website at 
https://www.townofbarre.com/ , or take any other action relative thereto. 

 
Proposed Motion(s): 
I move to approve Article 25 as printed in the FY2027 Annual Town Meeting Finance 
Committee Booklet.  
 
Amount/Funds 
Not applicable 
 
Description 
An affirmative vote would allow the Town of Barre Code, Chapter 140 Zoning, section140-4, 
Location of districts to be updated on the Zoning Map, making the official zoning map to match 
existing zoning regulations. 
 
Sponsor: Select Board 
Recommendation of the Finance Committee: Favorable   
Recommendation of the Selectboard: Favorable 
Recommendation of Planning Board: Favorable 

Article 26: Amend the Quabbin Regional School District Agreement 
 [Majority Vote Required] 
 

To see if the Town will approve the amendments to the Quabbin Regional School Agreement as 
recommended and approved by the Regional School District Committee, a copy of which is on 
file at the office of the Town Clerk and on the Town’s website at https://www.townofbarre.com/, or 

take any other action relative thereto. 
 

https://www.townofbarre.com/
https://www.townofbarre.com/


TOWN OF BARRE ANNUAL TOWN MEETING WARRANT 

May 19, 2026 6:30PM – Ruggles Lane School 
 

 

Proposed Motion(s): 
I move the Town approve the amendments to the Quabbin Regional School District 
Agreement as recommended and approved by the Regional School District Committee and 
as shown in the handout titled “Amended Quabbin Regional School District Agreement”. 
 
Amount/Funds 
Not applicable 
 
Description 
An affirmative vote would allow the Quabbin Regional School District Agreement to be amended 
as presented. 
 
Sponsor: Quabbin Regional School District 
Recommendation of the Finance Committee: Favorable   
Recommendation of the Selectboard: Favorable 
 

You are directed to serve this Warrant by posting an attested copy thereof on the bulletin boards 
at Ruggles Lane School, 105 Ruggles Lane; Barre Town Hall, 2 Exchange Street; Town Clerk’s 
Office, 40 West St. (basement), Henry Woods Building, 40 West Street – 1st floor; Woods 
Memorial Library, 19 Pleasant Street; 50 Main Street; and Barre Senior Center 557 South Barre 
Road. 

 
Hereof, fail not, and make due return of this warrant with your doings thereon, to the Barre Town Clerk 
at the time and place of said meeting as aforesaid. Given under our hands this 12th day of May, 2026 
A.D.                   

                   S/BARRE SELECT BOARD 
 
 


